362

MANUAL OF ENTOMOLOGY

represented by two long, slender processes. The curious form
of these larvae, as well as the unusual attitudes they adopt,
are supposed to protect the insects from the attacks of Ich-
neumons and other enemies, but evidence is wanting that these
larvae are less parasitized than others of more conventional
form.

The pupa is brown or black, and a tightly woven cocoon of
silk, together with leaves or other material, is formed. It is
placed on the food-plant, in crevices in bark, or on or under
the surface of the soil. In this family two devices are found
to aid the imago in escaping from the cocoon. In some species
a caustic fluid, which softens the silk, is emitted, while in others
the pupa is provided with sharp processes, with which an exit
hole is cut out. Hibernation usually takes place as a pupa in
the cocoon.

The sexes can be distinguished as a rule by the antennae,
which in most cases are bipectinate in the male.

Notodontids are of slight economic importance, one species,
Stauro&us alternus, being a very minor pest on tea in Ceylon.

GEOMETRIDJE.
Hind-wing with vein 8 usually connected with 7 at the
base ; if not, vein 5 fully developed ; vein Ic absent; fore-
wing with vein 5 nearer 6 than 4 ; frenulum present. Larvae
with sucker feet reduced to the last two pairs.
Geometrids vary considerably in size, but the majority are
rather small. The wings are fragile, and are cryptically
coloured as a rule in various shades of grey, with patterns
composed of wavy lines, which in most cases extend across
both pairs of wings. They are mostly night-flying, and rest
during the day with their wings open and pressed down on
the surface on which they are settled. Many of the smaller
ones are whitish with irregular blotches of black, and in this
position bear a close resemblance to bird's excrement. A
large number of species are attracted to light and sugar. The
body is slender, with antennae of moderate length, often
pectinate in the males. The proboscis is usually well developed.
In a few species the females are wingless.